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YOUR NAME: _______________
Contemporary Graphic Design
This worksheet is based on the reading from the book, “Graphic Design: A New History” pages 356 -385
There are 4 questions. Please fill this worksheet out.  If you do not write full sentences then bullet point your answers. If it is a direct quote from the chapter, then include quote marks. 

	1. 
	Is “grunge” design inextricably tied to the 1990s in your view? Or does it have continuing appeal?

	In my view, “grunge” design is inextricably tied to the 1990s. The 1990s were marked by the powerful trend in popular culture whereby there was an increasing interest to celebrate the unkempt, the ragged, and the disheveled. This culture had great influence on graphic design. It is during this period that graphic designers started to incorporate the popular culture in their designs. This is how “grunge” designs gained popularity. Therefore, it is impossible to separate the 1990s from “grunge” designs because if it were not for the popular culture in that era, “grunge designs” would not have gained popularity. 



	2. 
	Has celebrity impacted the graphic design profession in a positive or negative manner?

	Celebrity has impacted the graphic design profession in a positive way. Earlier artists never received much praise or recognition, no matter how great their work was, because the phenomenon of a graphic designer as a celebrity had not emerged. The emergence of the phenomenon of a graphic designer as a celebrity led to an increased appreciation of graphic designs which in turn promoted the graphic design profession. This is evident in the text whereby graphic designs gained popularity after the graphic designers attained a rock-star status in the graphic design world such as the case of Peter Saville.






	3. 
	Does the pervasive influence of Western graphic design amount to a new kind of colonialism? Explain.

	The pervasive influence of Western graphic design amount to a new kind of colonization. This is because there has been a “Westernization” of the graphic design field, whereby, American and European practices have become a global standard. Graphic designers all over the world have adopted western practices in their designs. This is evident in the text: ‘’An American or European who travels to Asia, Africa, or Latin America would be likely to recognize the styles of sophisticated graphics, even if they could not read the language. This is because western graphic design has been exported all around the world.” 


a
	4. 
	Looking back in design history, has illustration always been associated with women designers? How do you think this gendering of different aspects of the profession came about?

	Looking back in design history, illustration has been mostly associated with female designers. Back in time, most of the work of female designers was connected to female character traits. They used soft lines and feminine colors in their designs as a way of incorporating the aspect of femininity in their work. This gendering of different aspects of the profession came about due to the societal gender roles which dictated that women are supposed to present themselves in feminine way while men are supposed to show masculinity.  These societal beliefs influenced the work of women designers back in the day.
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